Psychiatric home care for the elderly.
This study summarizes descriptive information concerning an existing psychiatric home care service and lays the foundation for more sophisticated studies of elderly depressed persons who receive this type of long term care. Using existing medical record data, the demographic and clinical characteristics of the elderly patients using a multi-site home health care service are summarized, including: (1) their functional/psychiatric status, (2) their length of stay, (3) caregiver availability, (4) scope of multidisciplinary interventions provided, and (5) reasons for discharge. Prospective research of elderly persons receiving psychiatric home care is needed in the future.